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o News from Whitchurch C of E Primary School

On Thursday 6% June, we joined the nation in commemorating the 80t anniversary of D-Day. Our
Key Stage 2 pupils explored this event in their class worship, reflecting on the courage and bravery of
the soldiers involved and how this was such a significant turning point in World War Il. The pupils’
discussions were thoughtful and mature, with comments on how young some of the soldiers were,
how huge the sacrifice was, and how grateful they are for what those who gave their lives did for us.
Our Jaguars class said, ‘It puts our worries into perspective,” and our Tigers posed a really big
question, ‘How do evil people come to have so much power?’ —not an easy one to answer!

Alongside the discussions taking place at school, | was also fortunate to take a group of Year 5 pupils
down into the town to join in the act of remembrance for those who gave their lives during this
momentous event. The drizzle began as we left the school grounds, but thankfully gave way to some
kinder weather as we gathered in front of the Town Hall joining members of the community, the
Royal British Legion, representatives from Testbourne, the local council, and the cadets. The mayor,
resplendent in her scarlet robes, introduced the proceedings and Rev. David led prayers. | was
incredibly proud of our pupils as they contributed to the service, reading a poem about D-Day with
confidence and clarity, and navigating some quite tricky vocabulary and rhyming couplets! All who
spoke battled through the noise of the passing traffic, but, as I recall, and it may have just been the
solemnity of the moment, things did fall still for the silence, as we all reflected, holding in our minds
whatever image or person we think of when we recall the sacrifice made and the gift we have been
given as a result — that of freedom.

When the event drew to a close, there was, in very British form, a cup of tea and the cutting of a
spectacular cake. Our pupils were more than happy to sample this and to receive a lovely badge
each, commemorating the occasion. They really enjoyed being part of this event and it gave them
that moment to pause and think, alongside their community, about those who gave their tomorrow
for our today.
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Then condifions chonged, and they got underway. I ‘
British, Americon, Canodion and mony other countries, were fogetner thrgwn. G

Gaing to fight o War, something many had never known.

Crhar One Hundred and Fifty-Thousand men of every creed.
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