
 

 

The following list includes only books that I have personally read and would fully recommend. They all fall into the 6-8 age range so would be perfect for Year 2. We have 

copies of all of these books in the school library for you to borrow or reserve. Or you should be able to order from Whitchurch Library. Happy reading… 

  

Book 
Cover 

Title Author A Brief Guide… 

 

The Invisible Cat 
Books which follow in the series: 

Supermarket Sweep/ Meets Mad Nana 
Dot/Secret Santa/Seaside Rescue/The Big 

Country Fair/On With the Show 

Pip Jones & 
Ella Okstad 

'Can you see him? My kitten? Close your eyes tight 
His fur is so soft and all silvery white 

Imagine him quick! Have you imagined enough? 
Oh, good, you can see him! It's Squishy McFluff!' 

When Ava discovers an imaginary cat in the cabbage patch, she knows she's found a new 
best friend. Together, Ava and Squishy McFluff get up to all kinds of mischief . . . 

 

 

Dotty Detective 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Pawprint Puzzle/The Midnight Mystery/The 
Lost Puppy/The Birthday Surprise/The Holiday 

Mystery 
 

Clara 
Vulliamy 

Meet Dorothy Constance Mae Louise, or Dot as she prefers to be called! 
Dot loves super-sour apple sherberts, running fast and puzzles – especially if they’re 

fiendishly tricky. And with the help of trusty sidekick, Beans and TOP DOG, McClusky, she is 
always ready to sniff out a mystery. So when meangirl Laura seems set on sabotaging the 

school talent show, Dot is determined to find out how, and save the day… 
 

 

 
 

Take on the Town 
Books which follow in the series: 

Every Dog Has it’s Day/ The Sport’s 
Spectacular/Friends, Romans, Statues! 

 
 

Clare Elsom 

Lord Commander Horatio Frederick Wallington Nincompoop Maximus Pimpleberry the 
Third (or Horace, for short) has been a statue on a plinth in Princes Park for hundreds of 

years. But after suffering pranks, graffiti, endless mobile phone chat, and pigeon poo, 
Horace has had enough. He decides it's time to get off his pedestal and walks away. Surely 
he can find a better home? One suitable for such a fine commander? Assisted by his new 
friend Harriet, Horace tackles modern life in his quest to find the perfect place to live. The 
trouble is, nowhere seems to be quite as good as Mayor Silverbottom's house. And Mayor 

Silverbottom just happens to be a descendant of Horace's arch enemy . . . 



 

Claude in the City 
Books which follow in the series: 

Claude on Holiday/Claude at the Circus/ Claude 
in the Spotlight/Claude at the Beach/Lights, 

Camera, Action/ Claude in the Country/Claude 
on the Slopes/Going For Gold 

Alex T. Smith 

When Mr and Mrs Shinyshoes set off for work, Claude decides what adventure he wants to 
have that day. Today he and Sir Bobblysock go to the city for the very first time. They have 

tea in a café, go shopping and visit a museum. It is all very normal until ... Claude 
accidentally foils a robbery and becomes the local hero! 

 

Isadora Moon Goes 
Camping 

Books which follow in the series:  
 Goes to School/Goes to Ballet/  Has a Birthday 
Gets In Trouble/ Goes on a School Trip/ Goes to 

the Fair / Makes Winter Magic 

Harriet 
Muncaster 

Half vampire, half fairy, totally unique! Isadora Moon is special because she is different. 
Her mum is a fairy and her dad is a vampire and Isadora is a bit of both. So when they all 

go camping at the seaside some things might happen that are not quite normal . . .  
From roasting marshmallows on a campfire to making friends with a mermaid - special 

things happen when Isadora's around! With irresistible pink and black artwork throughout 
by author/illustrator Harriet Muncaster and a totally unique heroine with an out-of-this-

world family, this is a beautiful, charming, and funny. 

 

Captain Pug 
Books which follow in the series: 

Cowboy Pug/Safari Pug/Pirate Pug 

Laura James 
& 

Elisa 
Paginelli 

Pug is going on a seafaring adventure. He's had jam tarts for breakfast. He's wearing a 
smart sailor suit. There's just one problem. Pug is afraid of the water! An irresistible tale 

that is sure to delight younger readers featuring the most brilliant, courageous and 
wonderful dog Pug who has a penchant for finding himself in the most peculiar of places. 

Églantine’s illustrations are bright, bold and full of humour and energy providing the 
perfect accompaniment to Laura’s endearing tale. 

 

Polly and the Puffin 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Stormy Day/The New Friend/The Happy 
Christmas 

Jenny Colgan 
& 

Thomas 
Docherty 

Polly heard a CRASH downstairs. Was it a monster? NO! Was it a spider alien? NO! 
It was a little puffin with a broken wing... When Polly discovers an injured puffin, she and 
her mummy look after him in their cottage by the sea. Slowly, Neil's wing heals and Polly 

must prepare herself to say goodbye to her new friend. Will she ever see him again? 

 

The Piglet Pickle 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Magic Hamster 
The Beast of Bramble Woods 

Caryl Hart  
&  

Sarah 
Warburton 

In this first story, troublesome twosome Nell and Freddie go on a school trip to a farm, 
where they pet the animals and learn about how they live, and Freddie smuggles a piglet 

out in his backpack. He thinks he's saving it from becoming sausages. So Nell keeps it in her 
bedroom, gives it a bath and gets it involved in bringing a local crime wave to an end (with 

the help of her hilariously teenaged big brother, Lucas). Then they all go home for tea! 



 

Trouble Next Door 
Books which follow in the series: 

Trouble at School 
Trouble on the Farm 

Chris Higgins 
& 

Emily 
McKenzie 

Bella has just moved into a new house. It's old and dark and she's sure there's a ghost in 
the attic! But things look up when she meets her new next-door neighbour Magda. Magda 
is lots of fun! She's bubbly and full of imagination and can even turn cartwheels! Soon they 
are best friends. But Magda is also trouble! She breaks Bella's mum's best tea set, wrecks 

Bella's room and covers the whole living room in soot. And somehow makes sure Bella gets 
the blame for everything. 

 

Lottie Luna and the 
Bloom Garden 
Books which follow in the series: 

LL & the Twilight Party/ LL & the Fang Fairy/ 
LL and the Giant Gargoyle 

Vivian 
French 

& 
Nathan 

Reed 

Meet werewolf extraordinaire... Lottie Luna. 
Beautiful black and white illustrations throughout. 

Lottie Luna is a werewolf. She's super-fast, super-strong and has X-ray vision. Lottie 
doesn't really like to use her skills, though - she just wants to be like everyone else. But 

when someone keeps destroying the school bloom garden it's only Lottie who can come to 
the rescue... 

 

 

Pugly Solves A Crime 
Books which follow in the series: 

Pugly Bakes a Cake 
Pugly on Ice 

Pamela 
Butchart  

&  
Gemma 
Correll 

When Pugly hears that Big Sal the guinea pig has been GUINEA PIG-NAPPED he knows it's 
time for him to become a PUG-TECTIVE! Is GLITTERPUFF the fancy poodle, or TINY the 

dramatic chihuahua behind the crime? Maybe it's Big Sal HIMSELF! Time for Pugly to put 
on his special DETECTIVE HAT and join forces with Clem the cat to find clues, interview 

suspects, and have a stake-out with real STEAK. Watch out criminals, Pugly is on the case! 

 

Super Cats v Maximus 
Fang 

Books which follow in the series: 
Super Cats v Dr Specs 

 

Gwyneth 
Rees 

& 
Becka 
Moor 

Now that Tagg and Sugarfoot have developed their superpowers, they are recruited for a 
special mission by Topaz Top Cat. They've just heard that an evil supervillain is back in 

town and that can only mean one thing - he is going to break his partner in crime out of 
prison and finish one last devious job. The super cats have to stop them! In order to get 

more information, Tagg and Sugarfoot will need to infiltrate Hamish's infamous band of Hit 
Cats. They are going to need all their wits - and superpowers - about them this time! 

 

The Naughtiest 
Unicorn and the 

School Disco 

Pip  
Bird 

& 
David 

O’Connell 

Everyone at Unicorn School is SUPER excited about the end-of-term school disco - the 
pupils and their unicorns can't wait to put on their party outfits and hit the dance floor! Bu 

when Darcy hijacks the quest trying to find a special giant disco ball, it's up to Mira and 
Dave to put things right. Will Class Red make it out of the Crystal Maze Mine? And will 

Mira and Dave get to show everyone their awesome disco moves?! 



 

The Great Cheese 
Robbery 

Books which follow in the series: 
The Great Drain Escape/The Great Flytrap 

Disaster/The Great Treasure Hunt 

Chris Mould 

In the junk shop at the end of the street is a dusty old ship in a bottle. And when the world 
isn't watching, a tiny pirate crew come out of the ship to explore. They aren't much bigger 

than a matchstick, but they have a HUGE appetite for adventure... 
When the skirting-board mice kidnap Jones, the ship's cat, and ransom him for cheese, the 
Pocket Pirates spring into action. But to get the cheese, they must venture to the freezing 

cold place where it's always winter ... The place called Fridge. Can the Pocket Pirates 
survive their perilous journey and get their ship's cat back ...? 

 

 

Fabio: The Flamingo 
Detective 

Books which follow in the series: 
Peril at Lizard Lake 

Mystery on the Ostrich Express 

Laura James 
&  

Emily Fox 

In a small town on the banks of Lake Laloozee lives the world's greatest flamingo detective. 
His name is Fabio. He's not tall or strong, but slight and pink. And he's very, very clever. 
When Fabio and his giraffe associate Gilbert (terrible at disguises) drop in to the Hotel 
Royale for a lemonade (pink, naturally), Fabio is persuaded to judge the hotel's talent 

contest. But when the most promising contestant - Julia the jazz-singing hippopotamus - 
goes missing, Fabio must put his thinking cap back on and solve the mystery! 

 

 

Meet the Twitches 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Twitches Bake A Cake 
The Twitches Meet a Puppy 

Hayley Scott 
& 

Pippa 
Curnick 

Stevie loves her life living in her tower block, so is really unhappy when her Mum decides 
to move to the countryside. To cheer her up, her grandmother gives her a very special gift, 
a teacup house containing four tiny toy rabbits the Twitches. Little does Stevie know just 
how special they really are because they have a secret, when she she’s not looking they 
come to life. Our rabbits have a nose for an adventure and it’s not long before they find 

themselves in turmoil when Daddy Gabriel gets lost. Hayley deftly mixes real life and 
fantasy in this enchanting tale. Pippa’s stunning full colour illustrations are filled with the 

most wondrous details and warmth. 

 

The Spooky School 
Books which follow in the series: 

Up, Up and Away 
Jingle Bells 

 

Tracey 
Corderoy  

&  
Steven 
Lenton 

Halloween at St Spectre's school brings out the cheekiest of ghosts! And who is to blame 
when the weather goes CRAZY? A power-grabbing red panda, maybe? Certainly not the 

raccoon gang fixing the museum's toilets - they've got dastardly plans of their OWN! 
In Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam The Spooky School, the much-loved picture book pair of 
pooches appear for the first time in a two-colour fiction format, ideal for children growing 

in confidence as readers and beginning to read alone. 

 

The Toilet Ghost 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Shark in the Pool/ The Magic Hamster/The 
Classroom Cat/Break-time Bunnies/ Dino Chick 

Pamela 
Butchart  

&  
Becka Moor 

Life at Wigglesbottom Primary is often lived on the edge. A class talent show becomes a 
thing of great mystery and intrigue, when it turns out that Jacob Barry's stinky shoe can 
PREDICT THE FUTURE! Or filled with peril when the boys' toilets become HAUNTED! And 

then there's the CURSE that lives in the story-time carpet and gives everyone ANTS IN 
THEIR PANTS... 



 

In the Fast Lane 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Great Diamond Robbery/ The Haunted 
House/Up,Up and Away/On His Bike 

Shirley 
Hughes 

& 
Clara 

Vulliamy 

Introducing Dixie O’Day and also, of course, his friend Percy! This dashing duo are always 
getting into adventures – here they enter the All-Day Car Race little knowing what is ahead 
of them! Dixie and Percy run into all sorts of peril, as does their arch enemy, Lou Ella. But 

who will win, and will Lou Ella get her comeuppance? 

 

Pizazz 
Books which follow in the series: 

Pizazz vs the New Kid 
Pizazz vs Perfecto 

Sophy 
Henn 

Being a superhero is the best thing ever, right? WRONG! 
HELLO! My name is Pizazz and I'm a superhero...You probably think that's 

really AWESOME and while it can be, it's also REEEEEEEAAALLLLY annoying. Don't 

believe me? Well, I have to wear the same outfit ALL THE TIME?! I'm always dashing 

off to save the world right in the middle of fun stuff. Plus I have to be the good guy even 

when I might not want to be. And sometimes I just want to be, well, normal.  

 

Mango and Bambang 
Books which follow in the series: 

Tapir All at Sea/Superstar Tapir/Tiny Tapir 
Trouble 

 

Polly Faber  
& 

Clara 
Vulliamy 

A charming collection of beautifully illustrated stories about the unlikely friendship 
between Mango, a little girl, and Bambang, an Asian tapir. Mango Allsorts is good at all 

sorts of things, not just karate and chess. Bambang is most definitely not-a-pig and is now 
lost in a very busy city. When the two unexpectedly meet, a friendship begins, filled with 

adventures, and of course, plenty of banana pancakes. 

 

Rabbit’s Bad Habits 
Books which follow in the series:  

The Pest In the Nest 
Attack of the Snack 

Julian Gough 
&  

Jim Field 

Bear wakes up early from hibernation. If she can't sleep, then at least she can make a 
snowman. Rabbit has never made a snowman, but he definitely wants to make one that's 
better than Bear's. But with an avalanche and a hungry wolf heading his way, Rabbit soon 

realises that it might be nice to have a friend on his side. 
From novelist and playwright Julian Gough, and the winner of the Roald Dahl Funny Prize, 

Jim Field, this is a tale of friendship, gravity, and just a little bit of poo. 

 

A Piglet Called Truffle 
Books which follow in the series:  

A Goat Called Willow/ A Sheepdog Called Sky 
A Lamb Called Lucky’A Donkey Called Mistletoe 

A Duckling Called Button 

Helen Peters 
& 

Ellie 
Snowdon 

Jasmine's dad is a farmer, and her mum is a large-animal vet, so Jasmine spends a lot of 
time caring for animals and keeping them out of trouble. Unfortunately, this often means 
she gets into hot water herself...In the first in the series, A Piglet Called Truffle, Jasmine 

rescues a tiny little piglet from certain death. But Jasmine's parents don't believe in farm 
animals being pets and insist that Truffle must be sold as soon as she's big enough. Jasmine 

is desperate to give Truffle a home for life. And then, one stormy night, disaster 
strikes...Brilliant story-telling that will make you laugh and cry. 

 

Older Not Wiser 
Books which follow in the series: 

All the Fun of the Fair 
That’s Snow Business 

Sophy 
Henn 

Jeanie's Grandma is BAD. Not bad like a vampire or a gangster or anything, more like . . . 
up to no good. Sometimes she can be a bit embarrassing but most of the time she's REALLY 

fun, especially when she gets Jeanie involved in her mischievous schemes. Everyone says 
she's old enough to know better . . . but she doesn't seem to care one bit. In fact, Jeanie 

thinks she might quite like it! 



 

Operation Honeyhunt 

Jennifer  
Bell 
& 

Alice 
Lickens 

When 8-year-old Agnes is signed up for SPEARS (the Society for the Protection of 
Endangered and Awesomely Rare Species), she has no idea of the adventures that lie 
ahead with her elephant-shrew mentor Attie (short for "Attenborough"). Operation 

Honeyhunt sends them to the Brazilian rainforest, on a mission to save an endangered, 
dance-loving bee named Elton. Will Agnes pass the test and become a full SPEARS 

agent? Species in danger? Girl and shrew to the rescue! 

 

Ada Twist and the 
Perilous Pantaloons 

Books which follow in the series: 
Iggy Peck and the Mysterious Mansion 

Sofia Valdez and the Vanishing Vote 

Andrea 
Beaty 

& 
David 

Roberts 

When Rosie Revere's Uncle Ned gets a little carried away wearing his famous helium 
pantaloons, it's up to Ada and friends to chase him down. As Uncle Ned floats farther and 

farther away, Ada starts asking lots of questions: How high can a balloon float? Is it 
possible for Uncle Ned to float into outer space? And what's the best plan for getting him 

down?  

 

Dave Pigeon 
Books which follow in the series: 

Dave Pigeon (Nuggets)/ 
Dave Pigeon (Racer) 

Swapna 
Haddow  

&  
Sheena 

Dempsey 

If you can read this, you obviously understand Pigeonese. You may read my book. If you're 
a cat and you've learnt Pigeonese... (HA HA HA! As if a cat would be smart enough to learn 
Pigeonese). This must mean if you are a cat and you are able to read this, you have taken a 

pigeon hostage so that you can trick them into translating the Pigeonese words into 
Meow. I demand you release the hostage pigeon now. My book contains TOP SECRET ideas 
that are NONE of a cat's business. Dave Pigeon is writing a book on how he defeated Mean 

Cat in order to help fellow pigeons everywhere. Cats beware! 

 

Ottoline and the 
Yellow Cat 

Books which follow in the series:  
Ottoline Goes to School/ Ottoline at Sea 

/Ottoline and the Purple Fox 

Chris Riddell 

Ottoline lives in a stylish apartment in Big City with a small hairy creature called Mr. 
Munroe. Together they look after the Brown family's eclectic collections - and dabble in a 

spot of detective work. So they are the first to the scene of the crime when a string of 
high-society dog-nappings and jewel thefts hits Big City. Ottoline (who luckily has a 

diploma from the Who-R-U Academy of Disguise) and Mr. Munroe go undercover - and 
expose an ingenious scam masterminded by furry feline crook, the Yellow Cat. 

 

Marshmallow Pie  
The Cat Superstar 

Books which follow in the series:  
The Cat Superstar on TV 

The Cat Superstar in Hollywood 

Clara  
Vulliamy 

Marshmallow Marmaduke Vanilla-Bean Sugar-Pie Fluffington-Fitz-Noodle is a big, fluffy 
(and grumpy) cat. He LOVES the easy life: lazing in the sunshine, eating Shrimp Crunchies 

and annoying Buster, the dog downstairs. 
His new owner, Amelia Lime, has grand plans to turn Pie into a STAR... But Pie thinks he's a 

star already, to be honest! 
Told in the hilarious voice of Marshmallow Pie himself, his mischievous antics are 

illustrated throughout in black and white. 
 



 

There’s A Dragon in 
my Backpack 

Books which follow in the series: 
There’s a Dragon in my Pants/There’s a Dragon 
in my Stocking/ There’s a Dragon in my Toilet 

Tom  
Nicoll 

& 
Sarah  
Horne 

Eric finally succumbs to Pan's demands and agrees to take the Mini-Dragon to school with 
him. But Eric gets more trouble than he bargained for when nightmare neighbour Toby 

switches his backpack with Eric's and dragon-naps Pan! Now Eric must dash across town to 
Toby's posh school and swap them back before his snappy secret is out!  

 

My Babysitter is a 
Robot 

Books which follow in the series: 
A Robot Ate My Grandma 

Dave 
Cousins 

& 
Catalina 

Echeverri 
 

When Grandma creates a robot babysitter for twins Jake and Jess, chaos ensues! 
Robin is embarrassing, clumsy and, worst of all, programmed to make them do their 

homework. They're also pretty sure he thinks their dog is a baby. The twins decide they 
have to do something before everyone realizes that Robin is a robot. But getting rid of 

their new babysitter will mean putting aside their sibling squabbles and working together, 
which might be an even bigger challenge... 

 

Rory Branagan 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Deadly Dinner Lady/The Den of Danger/ 
The Leap of Death/The Big Cash Robbery 

Andrew 
Clover 

& 
Ralph 
Lazar 

Hello. I am Rory Branagan. I am ACTUALLY a detective. People always say, 'How do you 
become a detective?'And I say, 'Ahhhh... you don't just FIND YOURSELF suddenly sneaking 

up on baddies, or diving out of the way as they shoot, or hurtling from an open plane 
towards the ground! You have to WANT it.' And what made ME want it? I needed to find 

out what happened to my dad.. 

 

The Armoured 
Goretusk 

Books which follow in the series: 
The Spitfang Lizard 

Kris 
Humphrey 

& 
Pete  

Williamson 

When Leo opens his assignment envelope on his ninth birthday two words stare back at 
him: TOP SECRET. But before he has time to ask any questions, he's whisked away beyond 
the village wall to meet his new boss, the Guardian. As the Guardian's apprentice, he must 
protect his village from the monsters that lurk in the surrounding forest. Armed with a 
slingshot of magical stones and a strange map, Leo is given his first mission-to do battle 
with an angry Armoured Goretusk. 

 

King Coo  

Books which follow in the series: 
The Curse of the Mummy’s Gold 

The Thing From Space 

Adam 
Stower 

If Peter Pan had been a girl... with a beard... then she'd have probably been called King 
Coo!! Meet our hero Ben Pole, he's on the run from Monty Grabbe when he discovers a 

forest with rope swings , water slides, a wombat called Herbert and best of all KING COO! 
But watch out - Cow-pat-a-pults to the ready!! Monty and his gang have a dastardly plan 

and Ben and Coo need to come up with their best invention yet... 



 

A Sticky Situation 
Books which follow in the series: 

The Scent of Danger 
Thief in the Night 
The Lost Treasure 

Abie 
Longstaff 

& 
James 
Brown 

Ten-year-old Tally is a servant girl at Mollett Manor. She sleeps in the scullery sink, and 
spends her days scrubbing, polishing and ironing (when she's not secretly reading books). 
Then Tally and her squirrel friend, Squill, find a secret library hidden under the manor - a 
magical library where the books come to life! When Mollett Manor is burgled, can Tally 
use the knowledge she finds in the books to catch the criminals? Can they even help her 

solve the mystery of her missing mother? 

 

Piggy Handsome 
Books which follow in the series: 

Piggy Hero 

Pip Jones  
& 

 Adam 
Stower 

Piggy Handsome is a very confident Guinea pig with a hugely inflated ego - he hails from a 
long line of very famous Guinea pigs. But sadly Handsome hasn't yet achieved world 
renown. With the help of gruff-talking Jeffry the budgie and the inadvertent efforts of two 
dastardly villains Dan and Dolly Dixon, Handsome might realise his dream, get in the 
papers and save the day - without even realising. All in one day trip to the seaside! 

 

Mr Penguin and the 
Lost Treasure 

Books which follow in the series: 
Mr Penguin and the Fortress of Secrets 
Mr Penguin and the Catastrophic Cruise 

Alex T. Smith 

It has been weeks since Mr Penguin's last adventure and he's been stuck at his desk, 
twiddling his flippers ever since. That is until the phone rings! 

 
Mr Penguin and Colin (a spider and Mr Penguin's silent right hand man) are called in to 

find the missing treasure somewhere in the Museum of Extraordinary Objects. The quest 
finds them solving secret codes, fighting ferocious beasts, eating fish finger sandwiches 

and travelling deep below the museum to a lost jungle... 

 

Sam Wu is Not Afraid 
of Ghosts 

Books which follow in the series: 
SW is Not Afraid of Sharks/SW is Not Afraid of 

the Dark/ SW is Not Afraid of Spiders/ SW is Not 
Afraid of Zombies/SW is Not Afraid of Space 

Katie & 
Kevin Tsang 

& 
Nathan 

Reed 

Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). When a trip to the Space Museum goes 
terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a mission to prove to the school bully, and all of his friends, 
that he is a fearless space adventurer.A truly laugh-out-loud, voice-led and madcap story 
of ghost hunting, snakes and mischievous pet cats called Butterbutt, perfect for fans of 

Tom Gates, Wilf the Mighty Worrier and Barry Loser, and readers aged six plus. 

 

The Jolley Rogers and 
the Ghostly Galleon 

Books which follow in the series: 
The Cave of Doom/ The Monster’s Gold 

The Pirate Piper 
 

Jonny 
Duddle 

Every full moon, a mysterious ship is seen off the coast of Dull-on-Sea. Then, the day after, 
gold and jewellery are missing from the town. Can Matilda and Jim Lad retrieve the stolen 

booty from the mysterious ship before the moon fades? Or will they end up stuck on board 
with ghostly pirates until the next full moon? 

 


